Inthe 
know 


FLIPPING HOMES 
GETTING HARDER 
IN TAMPA BAY 


With the number of fore- 
closures declining, lenders 
are more likely to spruce up 
their repossessed properties 
so they can sell them ata 
higher price. That has made 
it more difficult for specula- 
tors to buy properties that 
are undervalued and make 
money selling them off. 
Local, 1B 


Famed Nicko’s 
closes up shop 
Nicko’s Fine Foods, the 


Seminole Heights institu- 
tion where Elvis Presley ate 
after a concert in1956, shuts 
down after more than 60 
years in business. Local, 1B 


Making holiday 
memories together 


With a little guidance from 
some local kids, we explore 
the perfect holiday gift: figur- 
ing out how grandparents 
and grandchildren can 
spend more time together. 
LifeTimes 


Take a peek 
behind the curtain 


Anew documentary about 
comedian Gilbert Gottfried 
reveals a man that’s differ- 
ent than his stage persona. 
You can catch his act start- 
ing Thursday at Side Split- 
ters in Tampa. Etc, 2B 


What can’t he do 
on the gridiron? 
Tyre McCants, the University 
of South Florida’s leading 
receiver, has the ability to 
play multiple positions. 
Sports, 1C 


Westfield malls 
sold for $15.7B 
Unibail-Rodamco agrees 

to buy the Australia-based 
shopping mall operator, 
which means three bay area 
malls may soon get new 
management. Business, 4B 
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Sunny, but cool 
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Follow the Buzz 


~ >a Stay up to date on 
(u$ the latest news and 
events related to 
Florida politics at 


tampabay.com/ 
florida-politics/buzz/. 
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Campa Bay Times 


Trendy gadgets. Weird tools. Local edibles. 
eee Gift ideas for the cook or foodie in your life. 
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All eyes on Alabama 


The U.S. Senate race’s outcome could change the face of politics in 2018. 


Washington Post 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Polls have 
closed across Alabama, where a strik- 
ingly close election to fill a Senate seat 
pitted a scandal-damaged Republican 
against a Democratic ex-prosecutor. 

With the results still coming in at 
press time, Republican Roy Moore 
held a small lead over Democrat 
Doug Jones. 


The outcome of the election could 
reshape the U.S. Senate — where 
Republicans hold a slim 52-to-48 
majority, and are still struggling to 
pass a massive bill to rewrite the U.S. 
tax code. 

Beyond that, the result of Tuesday’s 
race could serve as a bellwether for 
US. politics in 2018. 

A Moore victory— despite reports 


that he pursued romantic relation- 
ships with teenage girls while in 
his mid 30s — would give a power- 
ful boost to President Donald Trump 
as well as his former chief strategist, 
Steve Bannon. Trump and Bannon 
continued to back Moore after the 
allegations arose, despite concerns 
from mainstream Republicans in 
Washington and across the country. 


Bannon could gain new momentum 
to challenge other established Repub- 
licans in primaries next year. 

If Jones overcomes Alabama’s 
deep-red politics, his victory would 
boost Democratic hopes of holding 


Roy Moore 


more sway over legislation in Wash- 

ington — and of sweeping victories got support 
in next year’s midterms. While this from the 

» See ALABAMA, 11A president. 


Jewish heritage shines brightly 


embers of Congregation B’nai Israel of St. 

Petersburg, above, celebrate lighting the largest 

menorah in St. Petersburg on Tuesday, the first 
evening of Hanukkah, the Jewish Festival of Lights. The 
festival celebrates the military victory of the Maccabees 
and the rededication of the Holy Temple. The celebration 
lasts for eight days, and each night a new candle is lit in 
the menorah. The synagogue is having a Hanukkah party 
Sunday. At right, Gilad Melamed, 11, left, and Avi Reich, 
12, watch as Cantor Jonathan Schultz lights the menorah 
Tuesday at Congregation B’nai Israel. 


Irma 


gouging 
victims 
anxious 


Three months after 
the hurricane, just 
one Florida claim 
has been settled. 


BY STEVE BOUSQUET 
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 

TALLAHASSEE — In the 
weeks after Hurricane Irma 
forced the largest mass evacua- 
tion in U.S. history, thousands of 
angry consumers swamped Flor- 
ida Attorney General Pam Bondi 
with complaints of price gouging 
by hotels, gas stations, retailers 
and restaurants. 

Total complaints: 7,500. 

Total settlements so far: One. 

Total amount: $25,000. 

A small hotel near Miami 
International Airport admitted 
hiking room rates by as much 
as 138 percent in those frantic 
days over Labor Day weekend 
in early September just before 
Irma made landfall in the Flor- 
ida Keys. 

A statewide consumer group 
wonders why Bondi’s office can’t 
find more cases of price gouging. 

“We were bombarded with 
Bondi’s ads before, during and 
after the storms,” said Bill New- 


Tool may curb juvenile car thefts 


ton of the Florida Consumer 
Action Network in St. Peters- 
burg. “We could not help ques- 
tion whether the ads were to 
mention her name or actually go 
after price gougers. It does seem 
like there should be more than 
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A committee approves an overhaul to how 
the justice system releases offenders. 


BY LISA GARTNER 
AND ZACHARY T. SAMPSON 
Times Staff Writers 


LAKE MARY — Hundreds 
more juveniles who steal cars 
each year could be kept off 
the streets under a new tool 
approved by a Department of 


Juvenile Justice committee 
Tuesday, a move that could put 
a dent in a dangerous local car 
theft epidemic. 

Secretary Christina Daly also 
committed her department to 
improving services for young 
offenders who are released into 


the community, part of an over- 
haul to a piece of the justice sys- 
tem that officials across Florida 
agree is failing. 

“There are kids who are being 
released from secure detention 
who are truly a threat to public 
safety,’ Daly said Tuesday. 

The committee — made up of 
judges, police chiefs, prosecu- 
tors and public defenders from 
across the state — voted unan- 


imously to implement a new 
Detention Risk Assessment 
Instrument, the scoring tool 
that largely determines which 
arrested juveniles are held in 
secure detention, put on super- 
vision or simply released home. 

According to an analysis of 
nearly 50,000 youth arrests, the 
current tool has failed to sort the 
right kids into detention, based 
» See CAR THEFTS, 8A 


one case.” 

On Tuesday, Bondi had a sim- 
ple explanation. 

“Weve just gotten started,” 
Bondi said. 

Bondi has 10 active price goug- 
ing cases, including a Mexican 
restaurant in Tampa, hotels in Tar- 
pon Springs and Coconut Grove, 
three South Florida gas stations 
and two propane distributors. 

» See GOUGING, 7A 


Trump's tweet belittles 
Gillibrand, sparks anger 


Cuban refugee flow ebbs 
after special status ends 


He says the senator, 
who wants him gone, 
“would do anything” 
for campaign funds. 


New York Times 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald ‘Trump aggressively 
returned to the issue of sexual 
harassment Tuesday, again dis- 
missing his own accusers as fab- 
ricators and attacking a female 
Democratic senator as a “light- 


weight” who “would do anything” 
for campaign contributions. 

The president’s attacks came 
in early-morning Twitter posts 
after three of the accusers had 
come forward Monday to renew 
their charges from last year that 
Trump had sexually assaulted 
them before he entered politics, 
and after the senator, Kirsten 
Gillibrand, D-NY., had called for 
him to resign. 

Trump weathered the accusa- 
tions during his presidential cam- 
» See TRUMP, 10A 


Getty Images 
Rep. Lois Frankel, D-Fla., at the lectern, and 
other female Democratic Congress members 
join Tuesday in calling for an investigation into 
the president’s sexual harassment allegations. 


BY PAUL GUZZO 
Times Staff Writer 

The elimination of a program that 
automatically granted refugee status to 
anyone from Cuba who could make it 
to U.S. soil has drastically reduced the 
number of people arriving here from the 
island nation. 

In the final three months before the 
mid-January repeal of “wet foot, dry 
foot” an average of 5,400 Cuban refu- 
gees a month registered with Florida’s 


Fewer have arrived since “wet foot, dry foot” was halted. 


Department of Children and Families. 
That granted them immediate access to 
government services and financial assis- 
tance. 

In June, July, August, September and 
October of this year, that monthly aver- 
age was fewer than 550. 

“My sense is the numbers from the 
past few months are the new normal,” 
said Mark Krikorian, executive director 
of the Washington, D.C.,-based research 
» See POLICY, 7A 


